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Canada: Grains and Oilseeds Outlook
Canadian production of grains and oilseeds (G&O) 

for 2008-09 is estimated by Statistics Canada at a record 
72.6 million tonnes (Mt), up from 60.7 Mt in 2007-08. 
Yields were mostly up from Statistics Canada’s Octo-
ber estimates, with records set for spring wheat, barley, 
canola and oats. Harvest completion was ahead of nor-
mal, as good late-harvest weather and little frost off set 
the cool and wet conditions in the early fall. Crop qual-
ity is near normal. Total supply is forecast to increase by 
only 8.9 Mt from 2007-08, as the increased production 
is partially off set by lower carry-in stocks and imports. 
Total domestic use is forecast to rise signifi cantly, while 
exports remain relatively stable. Carry-out stocks are 
forecast to rise from last year’s levels and be slightly 
above the fi ve-year average. Th e main factors to watch 
are: the unprecedented volatility of commodity mar-
kets; the global credit crisis; and potential global eco-
nomic slowdown.

Durum
Production increased by 50 per cent from 2007-08 

to 5.5 Mt. Lower carry-in stocks limited the increase in 
supply to 29 per cent. Exports are projected to recover 
by 20 per cent to 3.8 Mt due to higher supply and strong 
demand. Carry-out stocks are forecast to rise from the 
very low 2007-08 level to .6 Mt. Th e CWB Pool Return 
Outlook (PRO) is 30 per cent lower than for 2007-08 
due to pressure from higher Canadian and world sup-
ply.

Wheat (ex-durum)
Production increased by 4 per cent from 2007-08 

to 23. Mt. Lower carry-in stocks limited the increase in 
supply to 23 per cent. Domestic use and exports are fore-
cast to rise due to strong demand. Carry-out stocks are 
projected to increase from the low level in 2007-08 to 5.3 
Mt. Th e CWB PRO is 7 per cent lower than for 2007-08 
because of higher Canadian and world supply.

Barley
Production increased to .8 Mt, a 7.0 per cent rise 

from last year as a sharp increase in yields more than 
off set a drop in harvested area. Supplies are projected to 
rise by 7.0 per cent to 3.4 Mt. Domestic use is forecast 
to rise, due to an expected decline in corn imports for 
feeding. Total exports are forecast at 2.3 Mt, signifi cant-
ly lower than a year ago, due to lower feed barley ex-
ports. Carry-out stocks are projected to rise by 40 per 
cent, but are expected to be below the fi ve-year average. 
Th e average off -Board feed barley price (No.  CW I/S 
Lethbridge) is forecast to decline below the 2007-08 av-
erage.

Corn
Production decreased by 9.0 per cent from 2007-08 

to 0.6 Mt. Th is, combined with sharply lower imports, 
is expected to result in a 0 per cent drop in total sup-
plies. Imports are projected to decrease in Western 
Canada due to reduced feed use and increased supply 
of barley. 

However, imports into Eastern Canada are forecast 
to rise due to higher ethanol production. Food and 
industrial use is projected to increase by 2 per cent. 
Carry-out stocks are forecast to fall by 0.26 Mt from 
2007-08 to .2 Mt. Th e average price at Chatham eleva-
tor is forecast to decrease.

Oats
Production fell by 9.0 per cent to 4.3 Mt as sharply 

higher yields partly off set the drop in harvested area. 
Total supply is forecast to be stable at 5.3 Mt. Exports 
are projected to fall by 3 per cent from the record high 
set in 2007-08 on weaker U.S. demand. Feed use is ex-
pected to be about 7.0 per cent higher than a year ago. 
Carry-out stocks are forecast at a modern-day record 
of .2 Mt. Th e average nearby Chicago Board of Trade 
oat futures price is expected to decline.
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Canola
Production has increased by 33 per cent to a record 2.6 Mt, due to in-

creased harvested area and record-high yields. Total supply is expected to 
increase by 25 per cent due to lower carry-in stocks. Exports and domestic 
crush are forecast to reach new record levels, due to the increased supply 
and lower prices. Carry-out stocks are projected to almost double, to a re-
cord 3.0 Mt. Canola prices are expected to fall by about 25 per cent from 
2007-08, as a result of the increased supply and lower world veg oil and 
crude oil prices.

Flaxseed (excluding solin)
Production has increased by 36 per cent from the below-normal 2007-08 

crop, to just over the 0-year average. However, total supply is up by just 3.0 
per cent due to signifi cantly lower carry-in stocks. Exports are forecast to 
decline due to reduced industrial demand related to the current world eco-
nomic slowdown. Carry-out stocks are expected to rise by 6 per cent, but 
remain below the 0-year average. Prices are expected to decline by about 
0 per cent due to lower veg oil and crude oil prices, and reduced demand 
resulting from the slowdown in world economic growth.

Soybeans
Production has risen by 24 per cent, to a near-record 3.3 Mt. Total supply 

is forecast to rise by 7.0 per cent due to lower carry-in stocks. Th e increase 
in supply is projected to result in higher exports and domestic crush. Th e 
average Chatham price is expected to decline by about 7.0 per cent due to 
lower U.S. soybean prices. 

(Source: Grains and Oilseeds Outlook: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada)
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